EPISODES   OF  THE   GRKAT  WAR        [1914

in, but on the declaration of a " state of danger of
war" the fever broke out again. Tho approaches
to the Palace were crowded at all hours, thrilling
religious services were hold, Hinging and shouting
mobs filled the streets, until the order came after
noon on Saturday for the general mobil iftition. That
solemnized Berlin; anxious women took the place
of noisy maffickers ; and tho capital, calming her
nerves, prepared for a great struggle. If Germany
failed, it was on her gates that the conqueror would
beat.

On 1st August the time-limit of the ultimatum
to Russia expired. At noon war began between
Russia and Germany- On the same day France
was asked by Germany if Rho promised neutrality
to give stringent guarantees, no less than the tem-
porary cession of tho great border fortresses of Toul
and Verdun. But tho need did not arise for this
harsh condition. Tho courwo which .Franco would
take was not left in doubt. Just before midday
Germany issued the order for general mobilization.
France followed suit.

On the morning of Sunday, 2nd August, came the
first act of war. The Grand Duchy of Luxembourg,
about the size of an English county, licw at the south-
eastern corner of Belgium, between the Ardennes
and the river Moselle. On the Sunday morning
the advance guard of the Gorman 8th Corps crossed
the frontier, and about 11 a.m. the inhabitants of
the capital were surprised by tho arrival of motor
cars and an armoured train containing tho officers
and men of the 29th Regiment. Those demanded a
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